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Concordia Fall Convocation 


CARDINAL LEGER and J.V. RAYMOND CYR HONOURED 


MONTREAL / November 18, 1988 --- Two distinguished 
Montrealers will be awarded honorary Doctor of Laws (LL.D) 
degrees next week at Concordia University’s fall convocation 
ceremonies. They are former Montréal Catholic Archbishop Paul- 
Emile Cardinal Léger and Bell Canada Enterprises Inc. President 
and Chief Executive Officer, J. V. Raymond Cyr. 

Approximately 1,000 students will receive degrees or 
diplomas at the Friday, November 25 ceremony -- 717 at the 
undergraduate level and 264 at the graduate level. The ceremony 
begins at 10:00 a.m. in Place Des Arts’ Salle Wilfrid-Pelletier. 


Cardinal Léger will deliver the convocation address. 


Paul-Emile Cardinal Léger 


Humanitarian, missionary, administrator and priest, Paul- 
Emile Cardinal Léger has served his church and his fellow man for 
more than half a century. 

Ordained a priest in 1929, Cardinal Léger taught in France 
and worked as a missionary in Japan during the 1930s. Following 
World War II he was appointed Rector of the Canadian College in 
Rome, where, in 1947, he founded the Croix d’Or to alleviate the 
suffering of war victims. Sixteen years later, in 1963, Cardinal 
Léger founded the Fame Pereo Institute to help Africa’s estimated 
four million lepers. 
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The St-Anicet, Québec, native rose steadily in the hierarchy 
of Montréal’s Catholic archdiocese. He was appointed archbishop 
in 1950 at the age of 46, and in January 1953 was named a 
cardinal by Pope Pius XII, the first Montréal cleric ever to 
receive that honour. 

Fourteen years later, in December 1967, Cardinal Léger 
stunned his church when -- at the age of 63 -- he resigned his 
post to become a missionary once again, this time in Africa, 
working for the next 11 years to assist those afflicted with 
leprosy. He returned to Canada in mid-1979. 

Now 84 years old, Cardinal Léger is the guiding spirit 
behind the Fondation Jules et Paul-Emile Léger, which was 
established in 1981 to assist lepers, the elderly and the 
handicapped on four continents. 

The foundation’s main charitable organization, called 
Cardinal Léger et ses oeuvres, provides humanitarian aid and 
development funds through three divisions: La Croix d’Or, to help 
needy children in the Third World; Les Partenaires du cardinal, 
which aids refugees and victims of violence; and Secours aux 
ainés, to assist the aged, both in Canada and abroad. 


J.V. Raymond Cyr 


An officer of the Order of Canada, J.V. Raymond Cyr was 
appointed President and Chief Executive Officer of Bell Canada 
Enterprises in May of this year. He is also Chairman of Bell 
Canada’s Board of Directors. 

A native of Montréal, Mr. Cyr rose rapidly through the 
ranks at Bell after joining the corporation in 1958 as a just- 
graduated engineer from the Université de Montréal’s Ecole 
Polytechnique. He was named Bell’s Chief Engineer 12 years 
later, and then Vice-President in 1973, Executive Vice-President 
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(Eastern Region) in 1975, President in 1983, Chief Executive 
Officer in 1984, and Chairman in 1985. A good friend of Canadian 
universities, Mr. Cyr played a leading role in the development of 
the Corporate-Higher Education Forum -- the federally-chartered 
non-profit corporation that Concordia formed in 1983 to foster 
closer cooperation between the worlds of business and academe. 

He is also an associate member of the Université de 
Montréal’s Board of Governors and heads the Centre for 
Initiatives in High Technology (CITEC), the joint 
industry/university/government body designed to spur employment 
and economic growth by developing commercial high-tech ventures 
in the Montréal region. 

A patron of the arts, Mr. Cyr is Chairman of the Board of 
the Musée d’art contemporain de Montréal, a member of the Québec 
Corporation of Professional Engineers, the Canadian Institute of 
International Affairs, the Canadian Group of the Trilateral 
Commission, and the Advisory Committee to the Prime Minister on 
Business/Government Executive Exchange. 

Mr. Cyr sits on the Board of Directors of numerous 
corporations, including TransCanada Pipelines Limited, National 
Bank of Canada, Steinberg Inc., Confederation Life Insurance Co., 
Dominion Textile Inc., Northern Telecom Limited and Bell-Northern 
Research Ltd. 
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Additionall information can be obtained from Public Relations 
Director KEN WHITTINGHAM, at (514) 848-4879. 


